Algebra 1
Whether math is your favorite or least favorite subject or somewhere between,

we hope that we can help you both learn algebra and enjoy it.
These are our goals for this class—we hope they are yours too!! (
Teachers

Mrs. Buchholz – Room 14

Mrs. Bulat – Room 117



sandra.buchholz@k12.sd.us

shelbi.bulat@k12.sd.us
Topics


*Functions



*Sequences



*Representing Expressions

*Modeling Two-Variable Data



*Linear Relationships

*Exponential Functions



*Simplifying and Solving

*Quadratic Functions



*Systems of Equations
Supplies

*Three-ring binder with graph paper




*Pencil and eraser




*Graphing calculators will be available for some activities.  You may bring




  a scientific calculator of your own for occasional use.  Some activities will 




  require no calculator use.

Class Work

*Team Work:  Working with a team will be essential to your success in




  mathematics.  Studies show that students who work together to solve




  math problems learn math better than those who don’t. 



*Review & Preview:  Homework assignments will be given most days.  These




  assignments are due at the beginning of class the following day, unless




  instructed differently.



*Journals:  Weekly journal entries will be used to evaluate learning.




*Labs/Projects:  Most will be completed and evaluated with teams.



*Portfolio:  Organization helps students keep track of their work and use




  their resources more effectively.  For this reason, we will keep portfolios




  in three-ring binders.  More details about the portfolios will be given in




  class.

*Unit tests:  Team and individual tests will be given at the end of most

  units.  Tests are measures of what you know, not how much we can help
  you.  We will be happy to help you with questions you have in the
  days and weeks we spend on a unit.  Test day is an opportunity to show 

what YOU have learned.




*Final Test:  A comprehensive final test will be graded.
Grading

Your test scores will account for 50% of your overall grade.  All other




work will account for the other 50% of your grade.



The grading scale is as follows:







A
96-100

A-
93-95




B+
91-92


B
88-90


B-
86-87




C+
84-85


C
80-83


C-
78-79




D+
76-77


D
72-75


D-
70-71



*Late Work:  Late work will be accepted for half credit up until the unit

  test.  After that, no credit will be given for that unit’s work.
Attendance

Obviously, it is much easier to learn and to complete assignments when

you attend class.  It is your responsibility to get make-up slips and




assignments when you are absent.  Please talk to us if you have any




questions or are having trouble completing make-up work.  
Expectations

*Be respectful to all




*Be responsible for your actions





- Talk appropriately, considering timing, topic, volume, & language





- Stay on task (participate with team, do your work)




*Follow school policies (ID badge p.26, electronics p.16, backpacks p.15,




  hats p.13, etc.)
*Water is an acceptable drink




*The school tardy policy will be enforced with detention served during 




  lunch for each tardy after the fourth one (p. 12 of handbook)




*You are limited to six hall passes.  You may only leave class with your 




  passbook signed and when determined an appropriate time by your

  teacher.  Rewards will be given for hall passes unused at the end of the
  semester.



*Stay busy—BELL TO BELL!!




*The After School Program (ASP) is available for making up work and




  tests on Mondays and Wednesdays from 3:15 to 5:15 pm in the library.

Final Note

We’re looking forward to a great semester of Algebra 1.  The new math




curriculum features problem solving activities that engage students to




make connections with prior math, the real world, and other disciplines. 




The use of activities and investigations will be the main source of learning.




Work with your team members and use your class time well.  

Whether you think you can or think you can’t, you are right.  Henry Ford
