PreCalculus

“I’m a firm believer in luck, and
I’ve found the harder I work, the luckier I get.”
Thomas Jefferson
Teacher

Mrs. Buchholz
Room 14
school 347 2686
home 347 3985

Topics


*Functions & Mathematical Models



*Properties of Elementary Functions




*Fitting Functions to Data



*Polynomial & Rational Functions



*Conic Sections & Quadric Surfaces




*Polar Coordinates, Complex Numbers & Moving Objects (w/ Parametrics)




*2D Vectors



*Matrix Transformations & Fractal Figures
*Limits, Derivatives, Integrals, (and Integrals)
Class Work

*Team Work:  You will be a part of a team for some work each unit.



*Homework:  Daily homework is an opportunity to practice things you
  are expected to learn.  Listen carefully in class for more information on 
  homework.



*Journals:  Weekly journal entries will be used to evaluate learning.



*Labs/Projects:  Some will be completed with teams, others alone.




*Quizzes:  Quizzes will be scheduled approximately once a week.




  Unless told otherwise, quizzes will be taken without teams or notes.




*Unit tests:  Team tests and individual tests will be given at the end of




  most units.  Tests must be completed during the block given.  Tests




  are measures of what you know, not how much I can help you.  I will

be more than happy to help you with any questions you have in the

days and weeks we spend on a unit.  Test day is an opportunity to show 

what YOU have learned.




*Final Test:  A comprehensive final test will be graded.
Quality of Work
*Pencil:  ALL work should be done in pencil—thank you!!

*High Expectations:  At this point in your education, I expect very




  high quality work.  This means rewriting or redoing work that is



  unorganized or hard to read.  Work should not include scribbles.  I



  understand that quizzes and tests may not allow you time to rewrite




  unorganized work, but all graded work done without time constraints

  should be organized, neat, and complete.
Attendance

Obviously, it is much easier to learn and to complete assignments when

you attend class.  It is your responsibility to get make-up slips and




assignments when you are absent.  Please talk to me if you have any




questions or are having trouble completing make-up work.  As addressed




in your handbook, any tardies after three will result in consequences.

Grading

Your unit test scores will make up forty percent of your overall grade
while your final test will count twenty percent.  The other forty percent will be a combination of all other graded work.




The grading scale is as follows:








A
96-100

A-
93-95




B+
91-92


B
88-90


B-
86-87




C+
84-85


C
80-83


C-
78-79




D+
76-77


D
72-75


D-
70-71

Supplies

*Notebook OR three-ring binder with graph paper




*Pencil and eraser




*A ruler comes in handy (the one from your planner works well, since




  you need your planner for a hall pass anyway!!)




*Graphing calculators are provided for use during class.  A graphing 



  calculator of your own will make homework much easier!  I (and many



  colleges) recommend a TI-84 Plus.  A TI-84 Plus Silver Edition has the



  same functions but increased memory.  Other calculators will work.  



  See me if you have any questions about calculators.
Rules/Procedures
*ID badges are required

*Water is an acceptable drink

*Backpacks, hats, cell phones, & electronic devices in locker or at home




*Stay busy—BELL TO BELL!!
Final Note

This is a college-level course and should be challenging, but I truly




believe that if you put forth the time and effort and make the




decision to do well, you can do just that.   Please let me 
know if you have
any trouble—I can’t help unless I know there is a problem.  Use your class
time well, and PLEASE let me know if I can help in any way.  

.

(GOOD LUCK(
